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Since 2001, Vice President Cheney has made repeated efforts to shield the activities of his office
from public scrutiny. These efforts include exempting his office from the presidential executive
order governing the protection of classified information, challenging the right of the Government
Accountability Office to examine the activities of the Vice President’s energy task force, and
refusing to disclose basic facts about the operations of his office, such as the identity of the staff
working in his office and the individuals who visit the Vice President’s residence.

Exempting the Office of the Vice President from the Executive Order on Classified National
Security Information. Over the objections of the National Archives, Vice President Cheney
exempted his office from Executive Order 12958, which establishes a uniform, government-wide
system for safeguarding classified information. In response to the protests of the National
Archives, the staff of the Vice President proposed abolishing the office within the Archives that is
in charge of implementing the executive order.?

Blocking GAO Oversight. In 2001, Vice President Cheney headed a task force to develop a
national energy policy. After GAO sought to learn the identity of the energy industry officials with
whom the Vice President’s task force met, Vice President Cheney sued the Comptroller General
to prevent GAO from conducting oversight of his office.?

Concealing Privately-Funded Travel. Vice President Cheney has refused to comply with an
executive branch ethics law requiring him and his employees to disclose travel paid for by special
interests.3

Withholding Information about Vice Presidential Staff. Every four years, Congress prints the “Plum
Book,” listing the names and titles of all federal political appointees. In 2004, the Office of the
Vice President, for the first time, refused to provide any information for inclusion in the book.4

Concealing Information about Visitors to the Vice President’s Residence. The Vice President has
asserted “exclusive control” over any documents created by the United States Secret Service
regarding visitors to the Vice President’s residence.® This has the effect of preventing information
about who is meeting with the Vice President from being disclosed to the public under the
Freedom of Information Act.

Allowing Former Vice Presidents to Assert Privilege Over Documents. An Executive Order issued
by President Bush in November 2001 provided the Vice President with the authority to conceal his
activities long after he leaves office. Executive Order 13233 took the unprecedented step of
authorizing former Vice Presidents to assert privilege over their own vice presidential records,
preventing them from being released publicly.8
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